A Teacher’s Final Lesson: Investing in Hartford’s Future

Katherine ‘Katherine’ Spada Basto served as a special education teacher for Hartford Public Schools for more
than 30 years. Largely known for her patience, optimism and unwavering belief that every child could succeed,
Katherine’s life and legacy will continue to thrive in Hartford through a gift that will positively impact future
generations of learners.

In a student's life, they will encounter many figures who will influence their academic journey, but there is often
one teacher who changes the trajectory of their lives entirely. To honor her legacy after her death, Katherine’s husband,
Ron Basto, gifted her entire teacher's pension to Hartford Promise to establish the Katherine Spada Basto Scholarship
to support two students each year in perpetuity. Anyone can be a philanthropist, as any gift, no matter the size, leaves a
lasting impact. What makes Katherine’s philanthropic gift so special is that, even in death, her longstanding
commitment to education continues to impact Hartford students.

For a while, Ron pondered what to put Katherine’s unused pension toward. Then he learned about Hartford
Promise and said, “Bingo! It was like a light bulb went on. I wanted to make sure the money went to the highest
possible use, and I couldn’t think of a better way to utilize the funds than with Hartford Promise.”

Born and raised in the capital city following generations of family roots there, Katherine taught at a handful of
well-known Hartford schools, including the former John C. Clark Elementary School and Saint Augustine School,
Quirk Middle School, which is now the Global Communications Academy, Burns Latino Studies Academy, and a few
others. During the 2005 - 2006 school year, while teaching at Burns, Katherine was nominated for Teacher of the Year,
a distinction Ron says is a combination of her teaching qualities and devotion to helping students exceed beyond the
classroom.

Nancy, Katherine’s mother, also taught in Hartford and shared that “Katherine’s love for reading and writing
started very young, so when she told me she was interested in teaching, I thought that was a prayer answered. She loved
children, so I knew she would love teaching.” Thrilled that her daughter’s commitment to Hartford students will
continue through Hartford Promise, Nancy said, “I’m so happy that it turned out this way; it absolutely couldn’t please
me more.”

Early on in her teaching career, Katherine saw that each student was unique in their own way and frequently had
to change her approach to fit their needs. Aware that a student with learning disabilities needs more than just academics
to succeed in life, Katherine noticed a common denominator among them all: emotional irregularity. To address that,
she took a professional development class on conflict management and was now equipped with useful techniques that
she went on to relay to fellow teachers, administrators and even lawyers.

After retiring from teaching, Katherine decided to immerse herself in her other passion, writing. Enthralled by
fairy tales, colonial, ancient, and local histories, she went on to author four award-winning books. Her book, Rupert of
the Fives, is an autobiography that was published posthumously and tells the story of her time at the Institute of Living.
Hired as a tutor, Katherine taught a 16-year-old boy named Rupert, who was living with schizophrenia. Ron found the
short-story manuscript and, with the help of Katherine’s nephew Gifford, published it. “It is honest, frank, and shows
all those qualities that Katherine took into her special education career,” said Ron when asked why he decided to
publish it. “It was her first teaching job, and her qualities got better with age. She believed she was gifted with the
ability to work with students who had learning disabilities.”

Katherine went on to create real-life experiences by traveling to Rome and diving into the local Wethersfield
history to gain authentic insight for her other books.

“No matter how difficult a person could be with her, she always looked for the good in somebody because
everybody has a spark of goodness in them,” said Ron. “And that was what motivated her when teaching special
education students, trying hard to get them to believe in themselves.”

In the end, Katherine's final lesson may be her most enduring one: that a life spent investing in young people
creates ripples that continue long after we're gone. Thanks to one teacher's decades of service and one husband's
determination to honor her legacy, Hartford students will benefit from Katherine's belief in them for generations to
come. “She was a great believer in the power of positive thinking,” Ron said. “She used that approach in her job and
the way she lived her life.”



